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The Opinidn of the ak Biſhop, Beveridge is - 
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<« If we have never ſettled wich oo. any Notion 
of what is MORALLY EXCELLENT; or if 

« we cannot truſt to that Reaſon which tells us, that 
* nothing, beſides what is /o, can have place in the 
Deity; we can neither truſt to any thing, which 
others relate of him, or which he himſelf reveals 
ce tous. SHAFTESBURY. 
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S ſo agreeably entertained, as 
_whenitsFacultiesare employed 
about an Object that ſeems 


worthy of its Attention, and engroſſes all 

its Powers, the SUPREME Brno ſeems in 

this Relpect to have implanted 3 in our very 
M TO - _ 


10 che Mind of Man is eder 


* 


2 . 2.0 4 1s PS 4 YES 


hs. PE RNs 3 „ 
Motive te us, to make binyelf ine Sub- | 


ject of our ſerious Roflefions, and moſt 1 
folemn Inquiry. There is likewiſe no | 


more enchanting Attraction to contem- 
plate any Idea, than that after all our In- 
qpiries jt wilt afford us $ubjegt for; till 
farther Reſearches, and will always pleaſe | 
the Mind with ſomething” important, and _ | 
fomething new. Inquiries concerning 5 | 
the Attributes of the SupxNAN BEING, | 
have this one Advantage over all other } 
; Subjects, that they are not only the moſt 
Vorthy of our Attention, and moſt pleaſ- 
ing to the Underſtanding; but that they F 
Contribute to our Happineſs, and tend to 4 
* ak. us reſamble the great draxgye- 


911113 


"7 55 * to con Eder hs Topic Fl I 
in this Light, the following Attempt | 

might Rand. in need of no Apology ; : but | 
«4 od i ible A Fig, will nn : 
it 


2 


— 


4 — 
5 
* 


1 
f 
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admit of an infinite Number of derem 
Sentiments, ſo that very Diverſity may 
on the other hand, give riſe to as many 
different Objections. I am perſuaded 
that the very Propriety of this Account 


may be called in Queſtion, and branded 


as ſuperfluous, impertinent, and tri- 


| fling. © I am apprehenſive that thoſe who 


are ſufficiently fond of former Pieces, or 


no Friends to any future ones of this 
kind will be ready to object; that, as 
Mankind have in all Ages and Nations 
aſcribed all poſſible Perfections to the 
Supreme Being; an Attempt to prove, or 
explain this Doctrine, is not only unneceſ- 


fary, but intirely uſeleſs. Vet as my 


whole Deſign in this Undertaking aroſe 
from Sentiments quite contrary to the 
Objectors, I hope that T may be permit- 


ted to reply, that granting the moral 
Refituge of the DrIi Tx has been gene- 


| ly alle by all, , Fer v whe en different 


we Perſons 


151 


Perkins have attempted to explain their 


Sentiments on this Particular, their De- 
finitions: have been ſo various, their: Diſ- 
courſes ſo obſcure, and their Expoſitions: 


fo intricate, ſo injurious to the Cauſe of 


true Religion, that ſome: Thoughts on 
this Subject ſeem not intirely uxNECES 
sARV, But this will appear more con- 

e in the Coutia: of er 241 


This ae. Subject, ip [MORAL 


RECTITUDE of the SUPREME: BEING, 


as it is boundleſs in its Extent, ſoit | 
5 ſeems to be as infinite in the Manner in 


' which it may be treated. To paſs over 
thoſe Syſtems which appear as unworthy 
of our Notice, as they are of their“ Ob- 
ject, I ſhall confine myſelf to two, w which, 
though not of equal Beauty, have each 
of them cheir Eotarics and Adapirers. 2h 


a 1 811 170 WIT KANG A 


The Firſt, which has no mean Perfo. 
nages for its Advocates, i is to this Effect: 


ws — ; 


141. CY 


: * 


o 
eas. 8 r — 
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That there is no Difference between 
« Good and Evil; Virtue and Vice, ab- 
ce ſtracted from the divine Conſtitution; 
that the Will of God, abſtractedly 
« conſidered, is the only Foundation of 
e Right and Wrong; and therefore the 
Divine Being deth not will a thing 

0 © becauſe he ſees it to bs right and fit in 
6 its own Nature, but becauſe he wills 
8 right, and * no other 
cc * Regſor'. 591 
This Opinion, indetertninge.; as "it 
ſeems, does not want for very powerful 
Advocates, and has, to my great Sur- 

priſe, the Patronage of a Perſon of di- 
ſtinguiſhed Merit as a Chriſtian, and of 
great Abilities as a Scholar 1 * This pi- 
ous Prelate in his piece of che Juſtice of 
God, has ted that. * Gop doth not 


+ — T 4 * 
7 Fa : LAWS £5 1 7 8 Wi 
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7 Pj op» 


15. Brite Nike 8 Hier, Terz. vol. 
It. p. 40, and 41, 


Sr 
— 
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will” a ny Thing, becauſe i Is: 1 % 
Wr thing juſt; becauſe 
</Gop dn itt That he Has preſeribed 
Bus to Us, but never yet tied Bina 
© to" the Obſervation of his own Laws. 


Anand ſhould he be pleaſed chat we 


=: thoutd act juft'coetrary$6 what He ba 
n commanded in che hely Seriptiires; it 


vi ahi. be 26 much then o Day io act 
contrary, as now it is to ac avcording 


L | 
85 gh | TE CE a nt pv? IT G 5 X 


Ae is Oplaton wan,” w St any Huld. 
hoſe, be deemed to have no Poundation 


in Principles of Truth; ſo may it de lle. 


wiſc termed both wild and extravagant 
In its Conſequences. Por it ne 
ſüppoſes that if the SuprEMee Cares 


vas to command us td indluige out Appe- 
nde to the greateſt degree of tem Ye | 


zarte and Luxury; ; to treat all our own 


e He, . one: apd 
1% DAE _ 


P 


7 
} 
| | 
| 


gon 


Ts] 


Cruelty, . that then, ſuch a malicious 


Conduct would become eligible, and ab 


amiable as the Practice of all the ſocial 


_ Virtues, Temperance, Fidelity, Benevo- 


1 and MNCs are at preſent. 


* 


Ves, Yo ure "this cannot polibly be the 


Caſe! 


: - 


3 "Mo; hire is & fell a effeptial ih- 
rence between Good and Evil, Virtue 
d Vice, growing out of the eternal 


Nature of Thing, which cannot be al- 


tered by any pofitive Command whatever. 


And it is to this that we muſt recur 


Whenever we examine the Juſtice of the 


| Dies. Oeconomy, either in the firſt 


3h & 


. — oY Os - 


d : : 4 be ultimately = e And it is - 
= from , hence alone that we can furniſh 


SORT THR ABI . 


* 


vibeseae run Wars or „ Godicd 
„ 10 2oReT at os eb 
T's me 1 has this Opinion is Is: bk 


only dangerous | in its el ge but 
We wile e 0D 2th 5101 PE. 


fs” 


8 Dankenss, coupe, AND Snapows 


45 LIE 1 15 nth acl a, cl Ciro. 
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For if the wan of Goa ALONE'is a 
Iich determines a Thing to be u; "it 


follows that we have no Ideas of any 
4 Intrinſic Beauty | in the Divine Conduct: 
And that we mean no more by theſe | 


Terms, than that he doth what be Pleaſes; 
*and thereby reſolve the whole of his Con- 
duct! into mere SOVEREIGNTY, © R 


4 


T1415 4 3 8 


But, What is del erſte . 
1 deftroys all. rational Ground of 
2 ee Truſt 


- N 


| 4 u 


Truſt in ne Providence, and ſuper- 
ſedes all Hope in his Mercy. For if it 
de true, that whatever” he wills, makes 


2 Thing juſt and right, would it not ne- 


ceſſarily follow, that with the greateſt 
Reverence 1 mention it, ſhould he will 


the inevitable Ruin, and eternal Miſery 


of his Creatures, it would be ect 


Wang e every * beet * cher 
Welfare and Happineſs. Let us now 


make * Pauſe, an awful Pauſe! Let us, 
as T think, with lulßieient nge ex 


on che Ts Character of the Derr 5 
us attended with Conſequences inexpreſſi- 
bly perniclous, and Inconceivably bad: 


AS debaſing the Idea of the Great 


Farnrs of Mankind, to that of an om 


nipotent Brant; and as ini urious to the 


« Intereſt of - true Reli igion, © as | it 18 incon 


#4 


* — * ; . * 
B-: 511748 4 1 
2 IR & * SIES 41 


8 | as ol 


Liſten with the Principles of right hs 
| Ion. The other Hypotheſis made uſe of 
to explain the nora! Penfectiuns of the 
| Duty, n ! 2 more (Loma | 
[1 { 


OE. SH 19197 Ih or let 


| The Principles. on 0 this, $64 
„ Fabric is erected are; That there is an 
eternal Difference between Good and 
Evil, Virtue and Vice, ariſing intirely 
from the eſſential Nature and Fitneſs of 
l Things; that Truth and Righteouſneſs | 
rere Rules, to which all intelligent Agents 


| are under an indiſpenfble Obligation to | 
| | conform their Actions, and regulate their | 
| Conduct, that the Surxxug Bring | 
i muſt ſee every thing in its true Light; | 
* and therefore the Beauty and eternal | 
|| Fitneſs of every moral Virtue muſt be { 
F gon to him, and that he makes them | 
tte ixvariable Rule of bis Conduct to. 7 7 
I "wards all his Creatures.” 1 | 
| 3 N 

| ; ll 


21 — 40 
1 
1 


vindicating it. 


1437 


ec * " ? * ; * 


— -» 


oli this is Syſtern Sutil us with dig 


"Lights to underſtand the Divine Attri- 
butes, and ſuppoſes that Juſtice and 


Goodneſs, when applied to HIM, are of 


the fame Nature as when aſcribed: to 


any other intelligent Agent, only with 
this Exception, that they are diſplayed 


by the SUPREME in a manner infinitely 
more reſplendent, exalted, and per- 


fect, than they can be by any created 


one whatever. I think we need not 


make any Apology for adopting and 


Let us then with Candour and Humi- 
lity patronize thoſe Arguments which il- 
Jluſtrate this r and convince us 
of its Truth. 


"Ys 


Bit Wen. PAY appears, to every 


conlecing Mind, an inſeparable. Con- 


dn ts nection, 


ary I, 


[ 14 ] 


nection, between the natural eſſential 


Perfections of God, and tlie moral Rec- 
titude of his Conduct. The ſame Argu- 


ments which demonſtrate the Exiſtence 


of the Deity,” do likewiſe. prove that he 


muſt be infinite in Power, Wiſdom, and 


Knowledge. And the Exerciſe of theſe 
infinite Perfections muſt always termi- 


nate in a moral Rectitude of Conduct. 


For infinite Knowledge muſt know, in- 
finite Wiſdom muſt chooſe, and infinite 


Power muſt enn. we that 
which ene ie een yas oem: 


. 


« « Juſeſ, rightet, virtuouſeſt 2 


; — E Beit wp OD: 59 x ren. 


75 8 1 ” ST , if 
11. F bf E's ' 7 pt ? 5 113 5 Ft * ny n „ , 
£ 42 if & - 4 a. 4.4 . Ty 


ef. -To _ kunden Tight en ch „ 
gument, we ſee that whenever Man- 


LS 


kind deviate from the Dictates of Ju- 


Mice, and . Virtue, their Conduct is al- 


ways reſolved into a Deficiency, of Power, 
1425 25 eon Wiſdom, 


— =... A 


excellent, juſt, and perfect. 


[iz] 


Wiſdom, and Knowledge, or a Want of 


erting thoſe Faculties in a proper Man- 
ner. For what other Reaſon can be af 


ſigned, for a Man's defrauding his Neigh- 


bour of his Right and Property; but 
that he ſees him in Poſſeſſion of that 
Which he ßen and finds it not. in 
us Power to attain bis Wiſhes | but by 


N wignldens nder It clearly follows, that 


a Being, of infintte Perfeftions, cannot. be 


liable to any Temptations to violate the 


eternal Obligations of Truth and Juſtice. 
Agreeable to which 1 18 the Obſervation af 


an inſpired Writer, that cc Gid cannot be 
« tempted « with Evil”. For all Tempta- 
tons ariſe from the Narrowneſe and Im- 
perfection « of our finite Capacities ; ; _ 


therefore a z Being, whoſe Nature and 
PerfeAions are infinite, cannot poſſibly 15 
be obnoxious to any Incident to tempt 
him to act contrary to what is in itſelf 


Another 


[16] 


Another A nel to Lon this 
Done, offers itſelf from che Conſide⸗ 
ration of dur own n Nature and 'Coniftiiu-/ 


tion. . 1: b 
2—— Lao BEE. _ LES: 445 Bore . 391 wy 34:1 1 
2 41 Is 5 ir- 
Man is endued | hath} ational Po ers, 


1 a 4 


by which he perceives Things jr a their fe te- 
3 moteſt Conſequences, and finds 1 in him- 
ſelf a moral Senſe, ö Which diſcover 
to him the Beauty and Obligation 0 
Virtue, and the Deformity o Vice. 
| Whenever, by the Impetuoſity, et Pls, 
or the Predominacy of any ſordid Affec- 


KAR © 


tion he is carried away to the Commiſ- 
| ion of Vice, the Rem orſe, the Uneaf- 
neſs that immediately ten ufficient L 


ly indicates his Conduct to be contrary 
to Reaſon and the Dignity | of his, Na War 


2 e. 7 7 * 
b 1 * 4 " - 4 — =. why * 4 — Fn 27 7 1 
” 2 £% e " , L [4 
= 
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eee is eee con. 
nected with Virtue, is always promo- 
tive of i its Intereſt, and, like Heat and 


Fi ire, is not only inſeparable, but almoſt 


indiſtinguiſhable, from it. Seeing we 
received theſe exalted Faculties from the 


| Hands of the Deity ; ; whoſe Province i it 


is to acquaint us with the eternal Diffe- 


rence between Good and Evil; it is ſelf. 
evident that the Bein g Who has comm" 
nicated them to us, muſt, himfelf' per. 

ceive what is in its own Nature ay 
excellent, and ever conform his Conduct 


to thoſe Rules. And what the PSAI- 


MIST . fays on another Occaſion, may 
with the greateſt Propriety, be adapted 


to this, He that planted the Eur, ſhall 


he not hear ? He that formed the Eye, 
* ſhall he not ſee?” Or Or, according to the 
e of modern. x Times, had that” . 


—— 


. 18 I 
b + in Man thoſe Faculties f 


ths Excellency of .; Views, muſt 
himſelf perceive thoſe Beauties in the 
moſt perfect Light. For, as no Ef+ 
fect can poſlibly poſſeſs any real Per- 
fection, . unleſs it was communicated: by, 
and... was. firſt inherent in, the Cauſe 
from whence. it derived its Exiſtence: $: 
It evidently follows, that the great firſt 
Cauſe of 45 rational conſcious Natures, | 
muſt himſelf be an intelligent Agent, to 

whom. moral Virtue appears eternal fit, 
and whoſe Conduct is reſolvable into the ; 
d of moral Rediitude, ey 


Che 3 this im- 
portant Truth, let us conſider the Evi- 
dence which ariſes from the Works of 
Nature. But as it is not my Inten- 
tion to anticipate the Readers own Re- 
flections on this Subject; but i» give 


[19] 


him Hints to purſue them ; I ſhall treat 
this copious Field in a more conciſe 


N word otherwiſe "no be 


Ad to ths akte Account 
of the Creation, we find, that after this 
Globe and its beauteous Appendages of 
Neceſſaries and Comforts were ſpoken 
into Being by the Word of Omnipotence, 
Man Was introduced into the glorious 
Scene. And, as from his Make and 
Oonſtitution, he ſtood. in need of many 
| external Supports for the Preſervation 
of his F rame, and che Continuation of 
his Happiness: So, as ſoon as he found 
bimſelf in Exiſtence, he law. that his 
benign Author, his paternal. Creator had, 
prior to his Formation, graciouſly produ- 
ced every | thing neceſſary to, and pro- 
ductiye of, his Welfare and Happineſs. 
Prom che very Moment he began to 
broathe, 


120 J. 
hroaths, he found himſelf furrggnded | 


with. every thing that could yield him 
Support, charm him with Pleaſure, and 


bleſs him with Happineſs; and could 
he deſire any more convincing Argu- 


ment of the Rectitude, Juſtice, ind Be- 


eres . = anda: eee bei 6 10 


: ; 
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If we GG the Crbcieikiihey at- 


; Sg our own Appearance in the 
World, we ſhall find ſufficient Reaſon 
to laud the moral Rectitude of our great 


and paternal Cauſe. Man comes into the 


World a weak and frail Being; ; his in- 


* 


Fant State is ſubject to innumerable 
Wants, his Wants daily increaſe, 1 and 


their Increaſe renders it impoſlible' + for 


him Ly contribute to his on Support. 
in: order to counteract theſe Infir- 
mities, we ſee that the benevolent Author 


_ of Nature has implanted ſuch ſtrong 


C2 8800 50 IN SOD; TISY 2613 Aﬀecc 


[ 21 | 
Affections, fuch tender 1 in Pa- 


rents towards their Offspring, that theß 


undergo the greateſt Fatigue, expoſe 
themſelves to the greateſt Dangers, for 


the Nurtrue and Support of their Infants : 
And that this warm, this inceſſant Prin- 
_ a nnn like that vol __ 


| [08 Travels hs nor FR Us wy | 


e Die. W; Ess av oN Max. 


» $1 


A Fn ger | Evfdiitice- ſure cannot t/be 


x gefired, to evince the Wiſdom, Good- 


neſs, 15 and 4 tender b Affections, th at the 


kind exerciſes towards the Works of his 
| 1 4 M J OT. . | | 3 , 17 : SS #4 * r 
Hands. | a, ohh 


If it be objected that the many Af- 
flictions and Calamities incident to Per- 
ſons of all Characters, ate inconſiſtent 
* * ſpecious 1 we have en- 
deavoured 


devoured" to etablith; 1 beg. FEY 
reply, that granting the Obje&ion all 


| ſider chem as wiſely adapted 10 promote 
| conſt Good: . e N Abs 
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its moſt irulent Signfication, it is rathet 
an ILLUSTRATION chan a "SOBVERSfOR | 


| u . s be cum el 


— 4 n 
iſ We "_ to TAR kae 
thoſe Afflictions, which Men brin g on 
themſelves by their own Inadvertence 
and Folly, and thoſe which befal them 
by the unavoidable Diſtribution of Pro- 
vidence... For certainly, thoſe Calami- 


ties which We bring on ourſelves by our 
own Vices ſhould not be urged: againſt 


the moral Rectitude of the great Go- 


vernor of the World. And, as ſot 


thoſe, which by the Divine Oeconomy, 
we are neceſſarily ſubject to in this 
tranſient State of Things, we may con- 


the true Happineſs of Mankind. They 
alarm and ronze thoſe who are aban- 
doned to a State of Inconfideration and 


——— locals * 
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tues into Exerciſe; which would other- 
wiſe lay dormant: And to ſtrengthen 


others which would perhaps languiſh for 
want of Diffioulties to encounter with. 
Beſides, we may go farther, and aſſert 
that Afflictions have not only a diſtant, 
but an. immediate Tendency to promote 
the Cauſe of Virtue, and conſequently 


Levity ; they ſtartle the Intemperate, 
they terrify the Voluptous, they inti- 


midate the Obſtinate; they tend to rec- 
_ tify their Errors, to bring them off from 
the Paths of Vice; and ſhew them the 


vaſt Importance of that Wiſdom and 
Virtue with which their higheſt Intereft is 


inſeparably connected. Theſe being the 


apparent Tendencies of Affliction in this 
Life, it muſt certainly be highly becom- 
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ng the Wiſdom and Goodneſs af 'Gop,: 


to diſcipline us by. them. But if we 
conſider farther, that this World is in- 


tended by the Author of our Being, 
to fit us for the Enjoyment of another, 
that this Life is a State of Probation, we 
ſhall then look upon all our Afflictions 


not only as ſo many Proofs of our Obe 
dience to our eternal Legiſlator, but as 


ſo many Steps in the Scale of Happineſs. . 


Yet if this ſhould not ſatisfy the Objec- 


tors, let me recommend this one awful. 
It uth . to their ſerious. Conſideration: 


We cannot pretend to have a perfect 
Knowledge of the Propriety of the par- 
ticular Parts of any. Syſtem, unleſs we 5 
are well acquainted with the Mhole: 


And, as it is plain that the whole Deſga 


of Providence is not yet accompliſhed, 


its no Wonder that we cannot at preſent 


account for ſome parts of the Divine 
Diſpenſation. But when the eternal 
| | . State 
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State of Mankind is fixed in another 


World, every obſcure and intricate 


Diſplay of Providence will ſhine with 


new Splendor, and it will then be 


known that © The LoRp 7s 71ghteous 
« in all bis Ways, and holy in all bis 
« Heis | 


Let us now reflect on what has been 


ſaid; that the Dictates of moral Vir- 


tue are the invariable Rule by which 
the Supreme Being regulates his Con- 


duct towards all his Creatures; and that 
this has been ſhewn from the natural 


eſſential Perfections of Gop, and the 


moral Refitude of his Conduct; from 
that Senſe of the Beauty and Obliga- 


tion of Virtue we find implanted in 


our Nature, and from thoſe Marks of 


Rectitude viſible 1 in the Works of Crea- 
tion. Hence we may perceive upon 
5 e waa 
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N What ſure, ha and laſting Baſis, the” 
Fabric of natural Reli gion is fixed and” 
ſupported. Hence We may conclude; 
that the SurxzEME BRING juſtly de- 
mands our conſtant Truſt in his Pro- 
vidence, and our univerſal Obedience to 
his Will; not from the Principle of So- 
Vere: guy and mere Arbitrarineſs, but 
from the Harmony, Beauty, and Rec- 
titude of his Conduct towards all * 
Creatures. eee ee eee 
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the 1 =, 3 that the uniform Praffice 
of Virtue and Benevolence, gives, the 
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higheſt, the molt exalted Fi iniſhings to 
the Character of every intelligent Agent. : 
The moſt amiable, the. moſt engaging - 2 
Idea we can form of the Derty is, that 
he is a Being « of perfect moral Chalet, | 
and therefore if we regulate our Judg 
ment * this Idea, thoſe, whoſe Cha- 

racters 


1 27 J 


| racters are dard with Vieede: and Be- 


nevolence, muſt always attract the great- 
eſt Share of our Eſteem, F riendſhip, and 


Affection; -while thoſe who have no- 


thing elſe but the Glare of Riches,” and 
the Decorations of external Grandeur to 


recommend them, muſt appear as Ob- 


jects worthy of bur Contempt. 


To conclude; we may obſerve from 
the Whole, that the exerciſe of Virtue, 
Righteouſneſs, and true Goodneſs, muſt 
be the moſt acceptable Service- we can 
poſſibly offer to the DIT V. For as he 


| makes the Laws of Virtue and Goodneſs 


the Rules of his Government, on ac- 
count of the Excellency and Beauty he 


perceives in them : Surely, thoſe intelli- 


gent Agents, who make the ſame Laws 
the governing Principle of their Lives, 


muſt be, for ever, highly pleaſing and 
acceptable to the Divine Mind; agree- 
able 
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